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2012: Moving Forward
The City of Hopkins continued to move forward in 2012. 

• One major project, Marketplace & Main, was completed 
(see page 4), while two others, the redevelopment of the 
Mayon Plastics site and the BP gas station on Blake 
Road, got under way. Zoning approvals were given to 
Klodt development company in order to develop Gallery 
Flats, an upper-end apartment complex on the former 
Park Nicollet site.

• A major street reconstruction project in the neighborhood 
of Alice Smith Elementary School not only improved 
roadways but made the area safer for students. A new 
Little League ball field was constructed at Maetzold 
Field. Significant improvements were made to Nine Mile 
Creek in concert with the Nine Mile Creek Watershed 
District (see page 3).

• Progress continued on Cottageville Park as an intensive 
planning process, involving local residents, resulted in an 
ambitious improvement plan.

• Cops and kids interacted not only at the annual Cops 
and Kids Fishing Classic but also in a new program: Cops 
and Kids Shopping, where the Police Department worked 
with local businesses to provide an opportunity for 
young people to buy gifts for their families. In addition 
the Police Department received an award for another 
program involving kids: Operation Recess (see page 6).

• The City of Hopkins also received a 2012 Watershed 
Heroes Award for Outstanding Partner. The Award 
recognizes the work that the City and MCWD have done 
to improve Minnehaha Creek.

• The Sister City relationship 
with Boryspol, Ukraine 
continued in 2012 when 17 
Ukrainian students visited 
Hopkins. They stayed with 
local families and learned 
about American schools, 
government, and daily life in 
Minnesota.

• Finally, the City of 
Hopkins was declared the 
13th Friendliest City in 
America by Forbes.com. 

Marketplace & Main Ribbon Cutting

City Hall

Above (top): Ukrainian students vis-
ited Hopkins from our Sister City. 
Above (bottom): Raspberry Festival

Below: Receiving the 2012 Watershed Heroes Award
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2012 Street/Utility Improvements
The City completed a $1.9 million street/utility reconstruction 
project in north-central Hopkins.  Besides upgrading the streets 
and utilities, the project improved the safety of pedestrian 
crossings in the highly-travelled area adjacent to Alice Smith 
Elementary School.

Nine Mile Creek Improvements  
and Regional Trail Construction
The Nine Mile Creek Watershed District and Three Rivers Park 
District, in partnership with the City completed over $2.6 million 
in improvements to the creek, including contaminated soils reme-

diation, creek bank stabilization and habitat improve-
ment work.  The creek work extended from Excelsior 
Boulevard to Highway 169.  Additionally, the first phase 
of the new Nine Mile Creek Regional Trail was construct-
ed along the creek in the Valley Park area.  This project 
included new bridges over Nine Mile Creek and the new 
trail through Valley Park to Smetana Drive ending at 
Highway 169.  Future phases of the trail will be con-
structed over the course of the next 5 years.  The project 
will finish up with tree and shrub planting next spring.

Public Works
Maetzold Field
The City was approved for $150,000 in grant funds from the Hennepin Youth 
Sports Grant and Twins Community Fund programs plus a new ballfield light-
ing system was donated by Hopkins Area Little League to upgrade field #3 
at Maetzold Field to allow it to be used for Little League play.

Behind: upgrade of the streets and pedestrian crossings adjacent to Alice Smith Elementary.  Left/Right: work has begun on Nine Mile Creek.
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Planning & Economic Development
The Progression of a Park
2012 was a monumental year planning the expan-
sion and transformation of Cottageville Park.  From a 
small, hidden pocket park that was difficult to find and 
sometimes intimidating to use, we now have the land to 
create a neighborhood amenity and regional attrac-
tion that is open to Blake Road, Lake St, and Minneha-
ha Creek.  The footprint of the park expanded from 
just under 1 acre to almost 4 acres, and an 11-month 
long community engagement effort began in February 
to gather input for a plan for the new park.  

Landscape architects at the Cunningham Group used 
surveys, art events, and other engagement exercises 
in their creation of the final concept plan you see 
here.  It treats stormwater to protect the health of 
Minnehaha Creek, it provides open space and natural 
gathering areas, and it offers amazing play spaces 
and opportunities to engage with the Creek.

So what’s next?  The City of Hopkins will work with 
our partners to refine the plan and seek out funding 
sources to implement it.  Construction will be phased 
as resources allow, but look for some changes and 
improvements in the summer of 2013.

 

Marketplace & Main
The most significant development project of 2012 was Marketplace & 
Main on the former Hopkins Honda Body Shop site on Mainstreet.  The 
project replaced a vacant, one-story building with 53 upscale rental units 
and approximately 6,000 square feet of new retail space.  

The construction was completed in September and was quickly occupied 
by a diverse group of young professionals and empty-nesters.  The project 
supports the City goal of more people living and working in the down-
town.

The developer for the project is The Beard Group, Inc., a Hopkins-based 
development company with many successful projects in their portfolio in-
cluding the Mann Cinema 6/Big Ten and Excelsior Tech Center projects.

Area youth expressed 
their dreams for the park 
through art.

The art project was lead by 
renowned local artist  
Ta-coumba Aikin.
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Planning & Economic Development

Coming Soon...
Several development projects got their start in 2012, including:

• the transformation by Swervo Development of the former 
Mayon Plastics building into Crossroads Plaza, a 10,800 
square-foot retail center at the intersection of Highway 7 
and 17th Avenue

• the demolition of the closed BP gas station at 525 Blake 
Road to make way for Knollwood Crossings, a 12,000 
square-foot retail development by Solomon Real Estate

• and the zoning approvals and sale of the former Park 
Nicollet Clinic site from the City of Hopkins to Klodt Devel-
opment to make way for the construction of Gallery Flats, 
163-units of upper-end apartments that is planned to be 
under construction in spring 2013.

Behind: rendering of Crossroads Plaza.  Left: rendering of Knollwood Crossings.  Right: rendering of Gallery Flats

Over 100 Blake Road Corridor residents completed 
creative exercises to give input on the park’s design.

Park Planners used diagrams to highlight connections 
between the park and other important amenities.
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Police

Police Department Receives 
Prestigious Award
The Hopkins Police Department 
received a prestigious award from 
the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police (IACP) for developing and 
partnering with the local elementary 
schools for a community policing project 
entitled “Operation Recess.”  Officers 
spend time on the playgrounds during 
recess time playing all-inclusive games, 
preventing bullying and building 
a foundation of trust and respect.  
These relationship and mentorship 
opportunities will increase the quality 
of life within the community.

Dispatch Services Transfer 
to Hennepin County
On August 21, 2012, the City of 
Hopkins successfully transferred dis-
patch services to the Hennepin County 
Sheriff’s Office. Prior to the transition, 
Hopkins Police Department and Fire 
Department personnel were consulted 
and worked side-by-side with Hennepin 
County Sheriff’s staff to implement a 
smooth transition and to ensure that the 
high level of professional services to 
the public would not be changed. The 
City expects to save approximately 
$300,000 every year due to this 
change.

New Events Strengthen Community
In January of 2012, the Police Department formed a community outreach “activi-
ties” committee. Members of this committee were responsible for developing part-
nerships and relationships with local area youth.  There were two very successful 
events in 2012, which were the Cops and Kids Fishing Classic and Cops and Kids 
Shopping.

• The Cops and Kids Fishing Classic was held in June of 2012 on Lake Min-
netonka.   Twenty school age children were selected from the Hopkins School 
District and accompanied by Hopkins Police 
officers and other department staff for a day 
of fishing. Each child received a specially 
designed t-shirt, fishing rod, and reel to keep 
at the conclusion of the event.  The day on the 
water was spent floating on a donated pontoon 
boat in St. Albans Bay. Many fish were caught, 
and even more important, special memories 
were created between these youth and our po-
lice officers. The Police Department looks forward to a similar event in 2013.

• The first annual Cops and Kids Shopping was held in December of 2012. This 
activity involved 15 selected local youth for an afternoon of shopping and 
fun with members of the Hopkins Police Department. The youth were picked 
up in a limousine bus after school and trans-
ported to a nearby Target Store. Cargill and 
Target donated a significant amount of time 
and money to make this event possible. Each 
youth was provided with $150 to spend on 
their family.  After the purchase, Target staff 
assisted with wrapping the gifts for the chil-
dren. At the conclusion of the shopping event, 
the youth were driven back to the Police De-
partment for a pizza party and a tour of the 
facility. The youth and their families were overwhelmed and inspired by the 
community’s generosity to make this event happen.  The Police Department 
looks forward to a similar event in 2013.

Special memories were created at the 
2012 Cops and Kids Fishing Classic
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Fire

Grants Help Fire Department Take Safety To New Heights
2012 was a year of grants for the Hopkins Fire Department. The Fire Department received two grants to help implement 
programs that assist residents in being fire safe. 

• The Hopkins Fire Department received an Assistance to Firefighters Fire Prevention and Safety Grant from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to continue and expand the Fire Department’s home fire safety program. The 
$93,000 grant will allow the fire department to continue to conduct free home fire safety surveys, provide free smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarms and offer home safety education. The program will also allow firefighters to continue to 
perform fall prevention surveys for older adult residents of Hopkins. In addition, this grant included funds to produce fire 
and home safety information in multiple languages, including Somali and Spanish, to help reach out to Hopkins’ immi-
grant populations.

• In January of 2012 the Fire Department received a grant from the University of Minnesota for $5,000 to increase sud-
den cardiac arrest (SCA) survival rates. This program allows the Fire Department to teach the residents of Hopkins to do 
compression only CPR for free. This program will teach residents how to start CPR before first responders arrive at the 
scene to give the patient a better chance of survival from SCA.
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Recreation

written and designed by City staff

Don’t Sit, Get Fit
Don’t Sit, Get Fit is an 8-week weight loss challenge designed to guide 
participants toward their weight loss goals.  Registration numbers in 
2012 saw a large increase, jumping from 15 in 2011 to 45 partici-
pants in 2012.  Program participants receive personal training sessions, 
nutrition presentations and consultations, group fitness classes, and well-
ness coaching.

Swimming Lessons
The swimming lesson program was restructured in 2011 to better meet 
the needs of participants.  Changes were made to class descriptions, 
skills taught, and the criteria for passing levels.  The changes proved to 
be positive.  Registration numbers increased by over 350 participants 
from the previous year.  Lessons are offered year-round at the Willis-
ton Fitness Center, Hopkins West Jr. High, and outdoors at Shady Oak 
Beach during the summer months. 

Youth and Adult  
Recreation Programs
Youth and adult recreation programs 
produced strong participation numbers in 
2012.  Several programs saw an increase 
in registrations over the previous year.  
Here are some of the highlights.

Adult Soccer League
The adult co-rec summer soccer league had 
a great year in 2012.  A total of 475 adults 
participated in the 24-team league, an increase 
of 83 participants.  League games are played 
at Lone Lake Park and Big Willow Park in 
Minnetonka.  Following an 8-week regular season, 
teams compete in a 3-week playoff round to 
determine the league champion.

Youth Basketball League
The Youth Basketball League, offered to boys 
and girls in Grades 2-6, begins in November and 
runs through February.  Registration increased 
by 35 participants in 2012 for a total of 243 
participants. Teams practice at various schools in 
the Hopkins School District and games are played 
Saturdays at Hopkins West Junior High.  

Safety Camp
A Safety Camp was offered for the first time in 
July 2012.  Recreation Services teamed up with 
the Hopkins Police and Fire departments, as well 
as the Hopkins School District, to provide a 1-day 
camp at the Eisenhower Community Center.  Over 
100 third graders participated in the camp.  
Sessions focused on the following topics:  Water 
Safety, Bike Safety, Fire Safety, Internet Safety, 
Vehicle Safety, and Wellness.


