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Facelift On 
Mainstreet

OVER A CENTURY OLD, 
MAINSTREET LOOKS BETTER 

THAN EVER 

Cottageville Park Makeover
MUST BE SEEN TO BE BELIEVED 

Cottageville Park, for years hidden from view and worn 
down by crime and neglect, was transformed in 2015 into 
a crown jewel of the Blake Road corridor. 

Before and after 
aerial photos of 
Cottageville Park 
© Erdahl Aerial Photos

During and after construction  
photos of Mainstreet,  

looking west from 10th Avenue

2015: A Year 
That Made 
Headlines
The City of Hopkins was  
making news in 2015. 
Prominent stories about downtown 
Hopkins and Mainstreet publicized 
the fact that Hopkins has a 
“downtown that is the envy of every 
suburb in the Twin Cities” and 
that Hopkins “already has all the 
ingredients for what’s trendy in big-
city neighborhoods.”

Hopkins was named “one of 
the ten best suburbs for young 
professionals,” as well as “one of 
the best places to start a business 
in Minnesota.”

More pressworthy events included 
Hopkins preserving the past with 
the purchase of the Albert Pike 
Lodge to peeking into the future 
with the Artery Experiment (see 
page 4).

The grand opening of the new 
Cottageville Park (see pages 
2–3) and the Fire Department 
winning a Safety Award (see 
page 7) also made headlines.

Enjoy this look back at a 
newsworthy 2015.

CITY HALL
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Construction in early August 2015

The major rehabilitation of Mainstreet from 5th Avenue to Shady Oak Road  
was a prominent headline in 2015. 

Improvements completed with the project were 
numerous and included: roadway resurfacing; 
improvement of pedestrian accessibility; sidewalk 
replacement; water and sewer repairs; street lighting 
upgrades; addition of landscaping and streetscaping 
elements; replacement of traffic signals and signs; 
and the addition of wayfinding signage.

Clock Tower Plaza Improvements
Clock Tower Plaza also received a facelift this year. 
Improvements included new trees and landscaping, 
replacement of pavers, and additional seating and 
lighting. The old landscape beds between the Plaza 
and 9th Avenue were removed to open up the space. 

Reconstruction Survival Guide
To help businesses along Mainstreet  
throughout construction, the City prepared  
a survival guide. The guide included a survival 
checklist, information about the City’s Open to 
Business program, “Open During Construction” 
posters and buttons, and information about the rear 
door grant program. This City program reimbursed 
businesses up to $500 for making practical or 
aesthetic improvements to their rear access to better 
serve customers when construction blocked front 
doors. Over 15 business owners applied for the help 
during a difficult time, and the look and safety of 
alleyways were improved.  

The first phase of work included a new playground, trails, lawn area, 
community garden, and educational exhibits. As part of a major effort 
to revitalize Minnehaha Creek in the area, the project also restored the 
banks of the creek and opened it up to the public with stepping stones 
and seating. The restoration will keep 26 pounds of phosphorus and 
nearly three tons of suspended solids from entering the creek each year. 

The park is located on Blake Road, a few blocks south of Knollwood 
Mall and near a planned SW LRT station. The project was made possible 
by an innovative partnership between the City of Hopkins, Minnehaha 
Creek Watershed District, the Blake Road Corridor Collaborative and 
the Clean Water, Land & Legacy Fund.

New playground at Cottageville Park
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ARTSTREET 2015
In May, an elk, a 
beautiful woman, and 
an excited egg were 
among the interesting 
art pieces installed 
around Hopkins as part 
of Artstreet 2015.

The Artery 
Experiment
TACTICAL URBANISM. TEMPORARY INSTALLATION. 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. JUST PLAIN FUN. 

No matter what you call it, the Artery Experiment was a huge 
success. During July 10–12, 8th Avenue south of Mainstreet was 
turned (temporarily) into a pedestrian-seductive, bike-focused, art-
infused reflection of the plans for the Artery —the future connection 
between the Downtown Hopkins LRT station and Mainstreet via 
8th Avenue. 

The purpose was to test the design, communicate the plans, and 
get feedback from as many people as possible. An estimated 2,000 
people came to experience the many components of this new 
roadway proposal, including a separated bikeway, outdoor rooms, 
bike station, art, history, and photo opportunities. 

The City is in the process of developing the final design plans for the 
Artery and construction is scheduled for 2017.

From top: a visitor pretends to work on a Minneapolis-
Moline assembly line, as recreated by chalk artist Shawn 
McCann; Cycles for Change provides a free bike tune-up; 

kids play with the interactive “Water Wall.” 
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SW LRT Municipal 
Consent (again)
The SW LRT project was kept alive 
in 2015 through a collaborative 
approach to budget cutting and 
partner contributions. While 
sacrifices were made, the result 
was a project scope that the cities 
were still behind and could once 
again provide municipal consent 
to move the project forward. 

SW LRT, or the Green Line 
Extension, is scheduled to begin 
construction in 2017 and be 
operational by 2020. 

Shady Oak Station 
Master Plan 
Through a grant from the 
Metropolitan Council and local 
contributions, the cities of Hopkins 
and Minnetonka joined forces to 
develop a shared vision for the 
Shady Oak Station area. Led by 
consulting firm Crandall Arambula, 
the visioning process has resulted in 
an exciting picture of a connected, 
innovative, transit-oriented 
neighborhood. 

This planning work is informing 
the station design and helping to 
communicate to the development 
community the vision the cities 
have for the LRT station area and 
beyond. 

5 Façade Facelifts
The City of Hopkins 
launched a pilot 
façade enhancement 
grant program 
using funds from 
Hennepin County 
and The McKnight 
Foundation. 

A competitive application process 
resulted in five projects being 
selected. The businesses utilized the 
design expertise of Hopkins-based 
Wilkus Architects to develop plans 
to enhance the appearance of their 
property while complementing the 
historic architecture of Mainstreet. 

New Sidewalk Cafes  
Add Life To Mainstreet
In an effort to get more activity on Mainstreet, the 
City approved a new policy that allows restaurants 
and bars to use the spaces in front of their businesses 
as outdoor seating. To do so, the business needs to 
provide a pedestrian walkway around the seating by 
utilizing the on-street parking space. 

Pub 819 quickly took advantage of the new policy, 
soon followed by LTD Brewing. More sidewalk cafes 
may pop up in 2016. 

The Moline: Luxury Living 
Coming To Hopkins
Near the end of 2015, the City Council approved a 
new 241-unit luxury rental housing development: The 
Moline. The developer, Doran Development, quickly 
demolished the Johnson Building to make way for 
construction to begin in spring of 2016. 

The development will also include public parking and 
a bike facility and will be completed by fall of 2017. 

The newly-installed outdoor seating at Pub 819

An artist’s rendering of The Moline housing development
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Dedicated DWI 
Officer Makes 
Hopkins Safer
In 2015 the Minnesota Office 
of Traffic Safety awarded the 
Hopkins Police Department 
a DWI Officer Position grant. 
This grant, approximately 
$500,000, funds an additional 
officer for four years and 
covers an additional squad car 
and equipment. 

The DWI officer works solely 
traffic enforcement with 
the main objective to arrest 
impaired drivers and improve 
traffic safety. The officer 
assigned to this position 
works during the peak times 
of impaired driving, based on 
past data. 

Since starting in June of 2015, 
the DWI officer has made over 
900 traffic stops, resulting in 
20 arrests for impaired driving. 
Many other drivers were cited 
for driving without a license 
and other moving violations. 

The police department is 
working toward a 25 percent 
reduction in alcohol-related 
crashes in Hopkins.

Working To Secure the 
Future of Hopkins
HOPKINS POLICE FOCUS ON YOUTH, PARTNERSHIPS
2015 was the year of securing resources and working with community 
partners to help keep the community’s roads, trails, and neighborhoods 
safer for pedestrians, bicyclists, and those traveling in vehicles (see sidebar). 
Hopkins Police also maintained a strong focus on partnering with youth to 
secure the future of the community.

Cops & Kids
The Cops & Kids Shopping and Fishing events were again 
the highlights of the year for patrol officers and youth. 
Both events are excellent starting points for developing 
long-term relationships with youth and their families.

Kick Off To Summer Safety
Hopkins Police added to its lineup of community 
engagement opportunities by hosting a “Kick Off To 
Summer Safety Event” for families in early May. 

Over 200 parents and youth attended and learned 
about bike safety, child passenger safety in vehicles, 
water safety, and fire prevention. Families had the opportunity to buy 
low cost helmets and have their children’s car seats inspected. Two lucky 
families won new youth bikes provided by Tonka Cycle of Hopkins.

Multi-Disciplinary Team
Another new youth initiative included developing a multi-disciplinary team 
that includes the school resource officer, school staff, child protection 
workers, and juvenile probation staff. This team will partner to assess 
which youth in the community may need extra resources to help them 
succeed. Select members of this team will have “in-kind” office space in the 
police department that will allow for focused efforts on a consistent basis.

New squad car

Cops & Kids Shopping
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Recognized for Excellence
Fire Department Receives  
Life Safety Award
The Hopkins Fire Department was presented with a Life Safety Achievement Award in 
2015 for the year 2014 by the Residential Fire Safety Institute in partnership with the 
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company. 

The fire department qualified for this award because it recorded zero fire deaths 
in structures in 2014. In addition, the department was able to demonstrate the 
existence of an active and effective fire prevention program and a clear commitment 
to reducing the number of fires in the homes in its community.

For 24 years, the Life Safety Achievement Award has recognized local fire prevention 
efforts that have contributed to reducing the number of lives lost in residential fires. 

Hopkins Firefighter Named  
Fire Educator of the Year
Hopkins Inspector/Firefighter Garrett Grniet was awarded the Fire Educator of the 
Year Award from the Minnesota State Fire Chiefs Association. 

Grniet was recognized for his work with fire prevention and education programs that 
consisted of firefighters going into 650 homes and doing home safety surveys. 

The program allowed firefighters the opportunity to check for any type of fire and 
safety hazard. Firefighters installed smoke detectors if they were old or missing. 
They also installed carbon monoxide detectors, distributed power strips and fire 
extinguishers, and spoke to residents about home fire safety.

Garrett Grniet, Inspector/Firefighter

Training in October 2015
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HOPKINS-MINNETONKA RECREATION SERVICES

New Registration 
System Reduces Costs
In 2015, Recreation Services converted to a new program 
registration system through a partnership with nine 
cities. This conversion to RecTrac resulted in a financial 
savings of approximately $100,000 due to shared 
implementation costs and RecTrac’s lower annual 
maintenance costs. 

In addition to the financial savings, the move also 
benefits Recreation Services customers. RecTrac is a web-
based system which allows users to easily access account 
information, view program offerings, and register for 
activities from any device. The enhanced search functions 
allow users to filter for specific classes or facilities that 
meet their needs and interests. 

This improved customer service will only increase as both 
staff and users gain experience with RecTrac.

HOPKINS ACTIVITY CENTER

Serving Those Who Served 
In 2015 the Hopkins Activity Center expanded its 
program offerings for veterans. New programs 
included a monthly opportunity for veterans to 
connect with other veterans, as well as regular 
benefit consultations with the Minnesota 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

In addition, the Activity Center sponsors an annual 
“Salute to Veterans” program around Veterans Day. 
This year 56 veterans were wrapped in “thoughts, 
prayers, and thanks” with a handmade quilt 
made by the Patriot Dames. The Patriot Dames 
are members of Quilts of Valor, a non-profit 
foundation with the goal of making quilts that 
would both heal and comfort veterans.

HOPKINS CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Art From the Attic 
Over 120 pieces of original and 
reproduction artwork were donated 
by the community for sale on July 11 at 
Art From the Attic—an event organized 
by the Friends of Hopkins Center for 
the Arts. Some pieces were donated 
by Twin Cities artists cleaning out their 
studios, and other pieces by art lovers 
cleaning out their attics.

The community responded with 
enthusiasm, and most of the artwork 
sold. Proceeds of the sale went to 
support arts programs at the Hopkins 
Center for the Arts, including ensuring 
access for more people. Artwork that 
did not sell was donated to nonprofits 
providing household goods to people 
transitioning from homelessness. 

Organizers hope this fundraiser 
becomes an annual event in Hopkins.

written and designed by City staff

10,348
Registrations 
processed by 
new software

1,364
Registrants 
for summer 
playground 

4,029
Shady Oak 

Beach season 
passes sold

The Patriot Dames provided 56 veterans at the Hopkins 
Activity Center with handmade quilts in 2015.

Shady Oak Beach
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