
Culturally Responsive Books for Children  
in Elementary through Middle School 

 
These books are recommended for building greater understanding of the 
Civil Rights Movement and the formation of racial identity in the United 
States.  This list was in the program guide for The Parchman Hour, playing 
through November 6, 2016 at The Guthrie Theater.  
 
 
Early Elementary 
• The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson and E. B. Lewis 
• Child of the Civil Rights Movement by Paula Young Shelton and 
Raul Colon 
• Boycott Blues: How Rosa Parks Inspired a Nation by Andrea 
Davis Pinkney and Brian Pinkney 
 
 
Upper Elementary 
• The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul 
Curtis 
• One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 
• Nobody Gonna Turn Me ‘Round: Stories and Songs of the Civil 
Rights Movement by Doreen Rappaport and Shane W. Evans 
 
 
Middle School 
• Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom:  My Story of the Selma 
Voting Rights March by Elspeth Leacock and Susan Buckley 
• Revolution by Deborah Wiles 
• Risking Everything: A Freedom Summer Reader by Michael 
Edmonds. 
 
 
For more information about The Parchman Hour, download a play 
guide at guthrietheater.org 
 


